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The 31st Annual Mythopoeic Conference
Mythcon XXXI
Myth and Legend of the Pacific
August 18-21, 2000
Kilauea Military Camp
Volcano, Island of Hawai' i, ·Hawai 'i
The first Mychopoeic Conference in a year
beginning with a "2" promises co be a unique
event and a definite change of pace. Belying its
name, our site-Kilauea Military Camp
(KMC)-is a luxurious private resort located at
the edge of Kilauea Crater adjacent to Hawaii
Volcanoes National Park on the Big Island of
Hawaii. (You can't get much closer to the Crack
of Doom!) The local Society discussion group,
Sammach Naur, invites everyone to help celebrate their 25th anniversary at a Mychcon focusing on Pacific Island mythology.
The conference site is accessible via Hilo airport, and some direct flights are available from
the mainland to the island of Hawaii. Specifics
on room and board rates, travel suggestions, recommended background reading, and other pertinent information, as well as a call for papers,
will be available shortly. Please check the
Mychopoeic Society web site for updates and relevant links, such as the KMC web site.

We are interested in papers from a variety of perspectives and disciplines.
Papers should be suitable for oral presentation
within a time period of 20 co 45 minutes, leaving 10-15 minutes for questions. They should
conform to the MLA Style Manual. Papers chosen for presentation at the conference will be
considered for publication in Myth/ore, the refereed journal of the Mychopoeic Society. Abstracts
of papers should be sent to the Papers
Coordinator at the following address by April
30, 2000:
Edith L. Crowe, Clark library

Registration
Conference registration is $45 until March 31st,
2000, and will increase after that dace. Please
make checks out to Mythcon 31 and send to:

Paper Call
Papers dealing with the conference theme are
encouraged. We also invite papers focusing on
the work and interests of our Guest(s) of Honor
(TBA), or on the Inklings (especially Tolkien,
Lewis and Williams). Papers on other fantasy
authors and themes are also welcome. Some that
suggest themselves are island worlds; the Great
Sea; sea journeys; symbolism of earth and fire.

Eleanor M. Farrell, Treasurer
Mythcon 31
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For the Love of Books ...
Great Reading Suggestions for the Discriminating
Bibliophile by Thomas J. Craughwell, or Only in
Books: Writers, Readers & Bibliophiles on Their
Passion, compiled by J. Kevin Graffagnino, or
Lynne Sharon Schwartz's essay, Ruined by
Reading: A Lift in Books.

The recent year odometer movement from 1 to 2
has resulted in a massive explosion of "best of'
lists over the past few months, including those of
books. It seems that every publication and group
-from the New York Times to well, okay, our
own Khazad-dum discussion group-has its
opinions on which pieces of literature were the
most influential (or popular) during the last
decade, century, and/or millennium. Even A&E
television's Biography series took the plunge,
choosing Johann Gutenberg, inventor of movable type, as the most influential person during
the last thousand years, in their recently-aired
"Millennium Special."
Of course, other areas of human endeavor science, politics, fashion, and the like-have also
gotten the millennial treatment, but to the reader, the increased discussion of books, their
authors, and their influence on our culture has
been refreshing. It may serve to lure us into hitherto foreign sections of libraries to seek out those
proclaimed classics we weren't exposed to in
school, or just never quite got around to reading,
such as Machiavelli or Spenser or Proust. Perhaps
the new focus on important books may even help
to counteract the alarmist statements of
decreased reading even among our own generally
literate populace.
Assuming that this problem doesn't apply to us
personally (you are reading this article, aren't
you?), we book-lovers have a host of recent books
about books to charm us. For example, Books of

Perfect for readers possessing the "cataloguing"
gene (you know who you are), Literature Lover's
Book of Lists: Serious Trivia for the Bibliophile by
Judie L.H. Scrouf is just chat: lists of literature
types and terminology, prize winners and schools
of criticism, bestselling books in a variety of categories; lists of Biblical references, major poets,
playwrights, examples of limericks, and, of
course, literary references. The broad scope of
material makes the collection perhaps more useful for· browsing than as a comprehensive reference, hue readers will enjoy curling up with a cup
of cocoa to see how this Michigan public school
teacher's choices of recommended reading compare with their own. A category that is not
included in Strouf's book is more than adequately covered in Bka"e Books by Russell Ash and
Brian Lake. Under such chapter headings as
"They Didn't Really Mean It" or "Last Writes,"
the authors list a collection of actually published
tomes with such intriguing tides as The Sunny
Side of Bereavement (by Rev. Charles E.
Cooledge) or The Rubaiyat of a Scotch Terrier
(penned by Sewell Collins in 1926). Makes you
want to head for the nearest antiquarian shop in
search of that elusive copy of Swine Judging for
Beginners, or Wall-Paintings by Snake Charmers in

the Century: A Hundred Yean of Authors, Ideas
and Literature, edited by Charles McGrath, is an

Tanganyika ....
Of course we all know that reading is a stimulant, a pleasure, perhaps a calling; buyin,g and
collecting books, on the other hand, can take one
a bit over the sanity edge. A handful of new
books, by very crafty authors who -obviously
know their audience, discuss the issue.. A Gtntle

enhanced version of the centennial issue of the
New York Ttmes Book Review, including a wealth
of critiques, essays and interviews illustrating the
evolution of the genre of the book over the past
hundred years.
Other sources of potential reading material
include Great Books for Every Book Lover: 2002

Madness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, snd the
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Eternal Passion for Books by Nicholas A. Basbanes

1995. ISBN 0805036539, he, 638 pp., $35.00.

is a collection of anecdotes and insights on book
collecting and appreciation, featuring some
remarkable stories behind some of the world's
most famous collections. Biblioholism: The
Literary Addiction by Tom Raabe is a humorous
guide for incense book lovers, which includes doic-yourself diagnostic tests to determine how
serious your affliction has become. Finally, for
the practically-inclined, Henry Petroski's The
Book on the Bookshelfchronicles the evolution of
the physical book and, more specifically, its environs. The engineer's fascination with pigeonholes
for scrolls, rotating lecterns, triangular spaces
behind desktops and other storage artifacts forms
the structure for his treatise on the human motivations behind collecting and organizing these
infinitely variable libraries.
But back to Gutenberg. My final selection is a
delightful pop-up book called Gutenberg's Gift,
written by Nancy Willard and illustrated by
Bryan Leister. The story is a corny piece of narrative poetry in which the printer, determined to
present his (fictional) wife with a printed version
of the Bible for Christmas, invents the printing
press. The wonderful Renaissance-style illustrations more than compensate for the dubiousness
of this plot, however. And how could a reader of
any age resist the opportunity to help produce a
page of beautiful type using a paper pop-up
printing press (not to mention making the
exhausted Gutenberg snore)? Great fun!

THOMAS J. CRAUGHWELL, Great Books for Every Book
Lover: 2002 Great Reading Suggestions far the
Discriminating Bibliophile. Black Dog & Leventhal

Pub, 1998. ISBN 157912044X, he, 704 pp.
MICHAEL DORRIS AND EMILIE BUCHWALD, editors,
The Most Wonderful Books: Writers on Discovering the
Pleasures of Reading. Milkweed Editions, 1997. ISBN

1571312161, pb, 180 pp., $14.95.
J. KEVIN GRAFFAGNINO, compiler, Only in Books:
Writers, Readers & Bibliophiles on Their Passion.

Madison House Pub, 1997. ISBN 0945612494, he,
192 pp., $16.95.
CHARLES McGRATH, editor, Books of the Century: A
Hundred Years of Authors, Ideas and Literature. New
York: Times Books, 1998. ISBN 0812929659, he, 647
pp., $30.00.
HENRY PETROSKi, The Book on the Bookshelf. New
York: Knopf, 1999. ISBN 0375406492, he, 288 pp.,
$26.00.
.
TOM RAABE, Biblioholism: The Literary Addiction.
Illustrated by Craig M. Brown. Fulcrum Pub., 1991.
ISBN 1555910807, pb, 179 pp., $10.95.
LYNNE SHARON SCHWARTZ, Ruined by Reading: A Life
in Books. Beacon Press, 1997. ISBN 0807070831, pb,
128 pp., $10.00.
JUDIE L.H. STROUP, Literature Lover's Book of Lists:
Serious Trivia for the Bibliophile. New York: Prentice
Hall Press, 1998. ISBN 0735200173, he, 380 pp.,
~5~0.
.
NANCY WILLARD, Gutenberg's Gift. Illustrated by
Bryan Leister. San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1996. ISBN
0152007830, he Pop-Up edition, $20.00.

by Eleanor M Farrell
Suggested Reading:
RUSSELL ASH AND BRIAN LAKE, Bizarre Books.
London: Pavilion Books Ltd., 1998. ISBN 1-86205102-X, tp, $13.95.
NICHOLAS A. BASBANES, A Gentle Madness :
Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and the Eternal Passion for
Books. New York: Henry Holt & Company, Inc.,
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The 2000 Mythopoeic Society Council of Stewards
Our thanks to Society members who voted in the recent Fall election. We're delighted with the
response and appreciate those of you who also took time to renew your memberships and subscriptions. The Council encourages all Society members to participate in our activities and decisions; please
feel free to contact any Steward for information, questions or suggestions for his or her department.
2000 Chair of the Council: Eleanor M. Farrell
Editor of Mythic Circle

Secretary for Mythopoeic Conferences

position cun-mtly opm

Gwenyth Hood

Interim: Joan Marie Verba
(contact information below)
Corresponding Secretary

Edith L. Crowe

Editor of Myth/ore

Dr. Theodore James Sherman
Associate Professor of English
Editor of Mythprint and
Web Page Administrator

Eleanor M. Farrell
Manager of the Orders Department

Lee Speth
Recording Secretary

Michael Glyer

Membership Secretary

Marion Van Loo

Society Founder

Glen GoodKnight

Mythopoeic Press Secretary

Joan Marie Verba

Treasurer

Secretary for Discussion
& Special Interest Groups
Matthew Winslow

Lisa Deutsch Harrigan
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2000 Mythopoeic Awards
Members of the Mythopoeic Society are invited
to join the committees which choose the
Society's annual Fantasy and Scholarship
Awards, "and/or to nominate eligible books.
Nominations (no more than five books for each
award, please) and requests to serve on the selection committees should be sent by February 28,
2000 to the awards administrator, Fleanor M.
Farrell, P.O. Box 320486, San Francisco, CA
94132-0486, emfarrell@earthlink.net.
The Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Adult
Literature is given to the fantasy novel, multivolume, or single-author story collection for
adults published during 1999 chat best exemplifies "the spirit of the Inklings". Reissues (such as
paperback editions) are eligible if no earlier edition was a finalist. Books from a series are eligible if they stand on their own; otherwise, the
series is eligible the year its final volume appears.
Last year's winner was Stardust by Neil Gaiman
and Charles Vess.
The Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Children's
Literature honors books for younger readers
(from "Young Adults" to picture books for
beginning readers), in the tradition of The
Hobbit or The Chronicles ofNarnia. Rules for eligibility are otherwise the same as for the Adult
Literature award. The question of which award a
borderline book is best suited for will be decided
by consensus of the committees. Last year's winner was Dark Lord ofDerkholm by Diana Wynne
Jones.
The Mythopoeic Scholarship Award in
Inklings Studies is given to books on Tolkien,
Lewis, and/or Williams that make significant
contributions to Inklings scholarship. For chis
award, books first published during the lase three
years (1997-1999) are eligible, including finalists for previous years. Last year's winner was
C.S. Lewis: A Companion & Guide by Walter
Hooper.

The Mythopoeic Scholarship Award in Myth
and Fantasy Studies is given co scholarly books
on other specific authors in the Inklings tradition, or to more general works on the genres of
myth and fantasy. The period of eligibility is
three years, as for the Inklings Studies award.
Last year's winner was A Century of Welsh Myth
in Children's Literature by Donna R. White.
Volunteers for the committees must state their
willingness to read all the finalises, and also state
whether or not they are willing co be included on
an address list to be distributed among the committee for purposes of discussion. For each committee, Eleanor will be sending out lists of
nominees in early March, from which you must
pick five books that you would like to see as
finalists. Your choices must be returned to
Eleanor by May 15; she will then tabulate the
vote and inform the committee of the five finalists. These five are the books you must read (or
re-read) by the final voting deadline of July 15.
Please volunteer, and come to hear the winners
announced at the Mythcon XXXI banquet in
Hawaii on August 20th.
A complete list of Mythopoeic Award winners
is available on the Society web site at:
www.mythsoc.org/awards.html

The finalists for the literature awards, text of
recent acceptance speeches, and selected book
reviews are also listed in chis on-line section.
The Mythopoeic Society Council of Stewards
would like to express our thanks to David
Bratman, who has resigned as Awards
Administrator after many years of diligent service in this position. David promises to continue
his involvement as a member of one or more of
the awards committees; please join us and him
by participating in chis process!

7

Activity Calendar
Charlotte: THE CARoUNA TOLKIEN SoaEJY
Matt & Renita Peeler,

Matthew Winslow, Discussion Group Secretary

OHIO
Akron
David Staley,

Prospective Groups
THE PHILIPPINES
Lizanne Cua,

Cincinnati
Diane Joy Baker,

CALIFORNIA
San Diego: LOTHLORIEN
Linda Sundstrom,

Dayton-Kettering: THE PRANCING PONY
Eileen Ribbler,

CONNECTICUT
Southington: FANTAS11C WORLDS
Bill Pierce,

PENNSYLVANIA
Pittsburgh area
Will Vaus,

FLORIDA
Tampa Bay: HOBB/TON
Paul S. Ritz,

Scranton-Wilkes-Barre area (NE PA)
Glenn Sadler,

North Central Florida: ERYN GALEN
B.L. McCauley,

TENNESSEE
Nashville: SPARE OOM
Mary & Conrad Stoli.enbach,

GEORGIA
Atlanta area: CENTRAL ATI.AN11S
Irv Koch,

Chartered Groups
CALIFORNIA
Greater Los Angeles: NIGGLE's PARISH
Gracia Fay Ellwood,

Hoschton: SHEEP, INDEED
Beau Farr,

ILLINOIS
Peoria: THE FAR WESTFARTHING SM/AL
Mike Foster,

Topic: The Lord ofthe Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien
Los Angeles/Pasadena: MYDGARD
Lee Speth,

MICHIGAN

Feb: Harry Potter and the Sorcerers Stone by J.K.Rowling

Julie Bailey,

San Francisco Bay Area: KHAzAD-DOM
Amy Wisniewski & Edith Crowe,

MISSOURI
St. Louis: THE KllAzAD
Gary & Sylvia Hunnewell,
February: The Wild Swans by Peg Kerr
March: Harry Potter series by J.K Rowling
April: ]erlayne by Lynn Abbey
May: Favorite passages from The Lord ofthe Ringr

NORTH CAROLINA
Asheville: THE WEST N. CAROUNA C.S. LEWIS SoaEJY
Don King,
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COLORADO

PENNSYLVANIA

Denver a",.ea.- FANUJDHOL ("CLOUDY HEAD")
Patricia Yarrow,

Lancaster Area: CS. LEWIS AND FRIENDS
Neil Gussman,

SOUTH CAROLINA
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Columbia: THE COLUMBIA CS. LEWIS SoaETY
Louise Grooms,

Washington & Suburbs: KNossos
Mimi Stevens,

WASHINGTON

February: Ilkgal Alim by Robert J. Sawyer
March: To Say Nothing ofthe Dog by Connie Willis

Seattle: MITHLOND
John James,

HAWAII
Oahu: SAMMATH NAUR
Steve Brown,

WISCONSIN
Milwaukee: THE BURRAHOBBrrs
Jeffrey & Jan Long,

February: Sister to the Rain by Melisa Michaels

LOUISIANA

February: Lord ofthe Isles by David Drake
March: The House ofthe Spirits by Isabelle Allende

Baton Rouge: ROKE
Sally Budd,

Special Interest Group
THE ELVISH LINGU/S71C FELLOWSHIP
Carl Hostetter,

MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor-Flint: G.ALADHREMMIN-ENNORA.TH
Dave & Grace Lovdace,

Newsletter, Vinyar Tengwar. Also a Journal, Panna
Eldalamberon: Christopher Gilson,

MINNESOTA
Minneapolis-St. Paul· RivENDELL
David Lenander,

Correspondence Groups
BUTTERBUR's WOODSHED (general fantasy)
Diane Joy Baker,

February: Traitor's Son by Marion Zimmer Bradley

Correspondence circular with set topic. Info:

NEVADA

March: There and Back Again by Pat Murphy
May: 2000 Mythopoeic Fantasy Award nominees
ONCE UPON~ TIME (children's fantasy)
Laura Krentz,

Reno: CRICKHOUOW
Joanne Burnett-Bowen,

OREGON
Portland area
Donovan Mattole,

Online Discussion Group
COJNHERENCE
Online discussion of Charles Williams
David Davis:
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Book Reviews
J.R.R. TOLKIEN, Farmer Giles of Ham, 50th
Anniversary edition, ed. by Christina Scull and
Wayne G. Hammond. New York: Houghton Miffiin,
1999. ISBN 0-618-00936-1, he, 127 pp., $17. Letters
.from Father Christmas, ed. by Baille Tolkien. New
York: Houghton Miffiin, 1999. ISBN 0-618-00937-X,
he, 157 pp., $20.

Here are two enlarged, enriched editions of
Tolkien classics, both worthy of becoming the
. standard editions of their works, and thus of
interest to the general reader as well as the
collector.
If the only problem with The History of
Middle-earth is that it tells the story of the writing just of The Silmarillion and The Lord of the
Rings, and not that of Tolkien's other works,
Christina Scull and Wayne G. Hammond are
here to fill the gap. In this edition they have done
for Farmer Giles of Ham (first published 1949)
what they did two years ago for Roverandom
(never previously published}. In a similar format
to their Roverandom, this book contains a
detailed introduction on the origin and development of the story, plus at the back numerous
helpful notes, not too pedantic, explaining
points where the story touches upon the primary
world, giving definitions and usages of unusual
words, and touching on mythological and
Middle-earth analogues. The text of the story
itself is a facsimile of the first edition (including
one typo, identified in the notes), with all of
Pauline Baynes's delightful text inset illustrations
included in their original form and placement,
plus the two original plates (not in all editions,
and much better reproduced here than in my
1960s hardcover). I need not go into detail here
on how much fun Farmer Giles ofHam is to read
in any edition.
In addition to all that, the book has some previously unpublished Tolkien material: the first
draft of the story (much shorter than the origi-

nal, but including all its principal elements} and
the three-page fragmentary and outlined sequel
(referred to in the author's foreword). There are
also a color cover illustration and a simple map
of the places in the story, both newly drawn by
Pauline Baynes. If only it had also included
Baynes's
other
illustrations for
the book (not in
the first edition,
but found m

Poems and Stories
and perhaps elsewhere}, it would
have been quite
complete. As it
is, here is a treasure of new and
rare material for
those who love
the story. Smith

,

JJtR. 'fOU((f.N.

a/Wootton Major
l!ili<o,u,,a-S<u1....i
)
'W.11l<E'k- •• .•
next, p lease.
,, ,._
, .,..,..~, .. ,
Letters ftom Father Christmas is the longawaited (nearly) complete edition of what was
first published in 1976 as The Father Christmas
Letters: the lengthy and profusely illustrated correspondence chat Santa Claus (under his British
name}, his well-meaning but clumsy assistant the
North Polar Bear, and the secretary-elf Ilbereth
sent to the Tolkien children each year at
Christmas. (And you thought you were working
hard enough at confirming your children's belief
in Santa by just devouring the milk and cookies!}
This edition, a solid volume over eleven inches
tall, must not be confused with a small-format
edition, very incomplete and badly edited, aimed
at children and also tided Letters from Father
Christmas, published in 1995.
Even compared with the 1976 edition, this
one is really lavish, and is not aimed at children

lation of Ilbereth's Elvish sentence in the 1937
letter. Many of the illustrations look better in the
earlier edition.
Scholars and completists should therefore
keep both editions. Readers just wishing to enjoy
Father Christmas's tales, especially of the remarkable Goblin encounters of 1932-33, so reminiscent of The Hobbit, will get full value from this
new publication.

though it may be read by them. Its illustrations
are much fuller, both in number and completeness of reproduction: entire envelopes are shown
instead of just cut-outs of the stamps, and there
are more facsimiles of the letter texts. The text is
even more astonishing: it appears to be nearly
complete, including salutations, and in total has
twice the wordage of the earlier edition. The
newly published material does not so much add
new revelations as fill out the picture. In particular, there are many more marginal interjections
by the Polar Bear than the few in the earlier edition: very amusing
ones, too. What
was titled in 1976
"Last Letter" turns
out to be an amalgam of the 1941
letter and the true
last letter of 1943.
The 197 6 text
turns out in some
places to have
been not just cut,
but edited.
Alas, the new edition also has its problems.
Most seriously, its transcriptions are in some
places less accurate than in the earlier edition.
Look at the facsimile of the 1935 letter in this
book for some examples of where the transcription is wrong, and the 1976 transcription was
correct (though in some other places edited).
The 1976 edition also more fully copied Father
Christmas's use of emphases (underlinings and
capitals). Also, I found the new layout to be less
easy to read, due to an overgenerous spacing policy and the distracting overprinting of illustrations right on top of the text. The new edition
also lacks a few useful notes of the earlier one,
such as the footnote identifications of the children's birthdays (cited by Father Christmas as the
dates on which events happened), and the trans-

Reviewed by David Bratman

GENE WOLFE, On B/uls miters. New York: Tor Books,
1999. ISBN 0312866143, he, 384 pp., $24.95.

It looks like a simple sailor's story. It's much
more. That's generally how it is with Gene
Wolfe.
.
On Blue's ~ters continues the tale of those
who, once having lived on a generation ship (in
the author's earlier series of novels, The Book of
the Long Sun), now live on Blue, a planet with a
"short sun." They have few guidelines and face a
crisis: lower crops from their seed, and a loss of
learning. They need Patera Silk, and they've sent
Horn to find him. Out of that flows a new tale,
_examining a thousand shades of Blue: all the gradations and nuances of human nature. There's
fidelity, decency, mercy, and their opposites,
often in the same person.
"It is all in the pen case," Horn writes. "You
have to take out the ink and string it together in
the right shapes. That is all." Easy enough, but
this is a Gene Wolfe story. Nothing is that simple, even if it looks simple in the beginning.
Layer after layer, Wolfe lacquers for us a magnificent structure with the feel of adventurous
mainstream yet carrying the mythic character of
ancient verse. To appreciate it in its fullness, one
11

must read slowly, thoughtfully turn the tale
around in the mind, let different patterns of the
kaleidoscope scatter and coalesce, fall and assemble again into a new pattern. Wolfe cautions us
throughout that Horn may not be a reliable narrator, but his point is that none of us are truly
reliable as narrators or as people, especially if we
can manage to put ourselves in the best of light.
Wolfe has always concentrated on character,
style, nuance, never more so than in On Blue's
\%ten.
Any character,

GE.NTC WOLFE.

any relationship
between characters
~ ..Q
in this book is
studded with contradictions, and
holds light, grey,
and dark areas.
Horn is himself ·
complex: professing love for Nettle,
he rapes Seawrack,
by turns tries to
kill and save the
faithful
Babbie,
turns a deal with
the devilish Krait (who sounds in both voice and
attitude like his troubled son, Sinew) yet welcomes the Neighbors back for occasional visits to
their old haunts, standing as a representative for
all the inhabitants of Blue. In the end, when no
one can find the fabled city of Pajarocu, Krait
locates it, helping the sailors to their goal. Of
course, he's helping himself, too, but that's
Wolfe's point. We are all hunters, lovers, sinners,
angelic and vampiric. It is no accident that Krait
quotes the most recognizable quote from Christ
in the book.
Something should be said of the style: elliptical, ruminative, it is so seamless as to be transparent. One does not notice it, until the book
12

ends. One gets carried along, not by any noticeable fire, or a sense of linguistic beauty, but by
sheer simplicity. Or at least its appearance. So
mu~h more always waits, and the wise reader will
surely pick it up in a few months and start it all
over, ready to savor the delicacy, the warmth and
the humanity.
.& for mythopoeic resonance, it is true that little magic walks here, and it's doubtful that we'll
see the gaudy apotheosis or the Great Pas in operation on Blue. Other gods live here, and perhaps
a new myth is being born. These are rudderless
people. Like those on the sloop, they know they
need a guide, but follow the next current. Their
maps are not clearly marked. Still, they seek, and
if what they find is as much a surprise to them as
it is to us, that matters little. The trip is glorious.
I'm willing to let the pen-case of Horn take me
where it will, for in the end, myth and tale will
complete each other when they come to their full
growth. A strange new beauty will be realized.
Ahh, the delicious expectation of new spices, new
texture combinations, new insights! Like the best
things, chili, good wine, friendships, Gene Wolfe
gets better with age. Let his pen convey to you
what mine cannot. Go, my friend, and read.

Reviewed by Diane Joy Baker

r
"Smell is the most powerful memory
trigger there is. A certain flower or a whiff
of smoke can bring up experiences long forgotten. Books smell-musty and rich. The
knowledge gained from a computer has no
texture, no context. It's there and then it's
gone. If it's to last, then the getting of
knowledge should be tangible. It should be
smelly.
Rupert Giles
~

'Caught by a Rumour'
News and Notes
Conferences/Paper Calls

lar processions, entries, sermons, university disputations, public trials, executions, dance, music,
and the oral presentation of literature. Deadline
for abstracts: May 15, 2000. Send to: Laurie
Postlewate,

"SF and ... :The Many Dimensions of Science
Fiction," a writer's conference sponsored by
Cleveland State University, June 28-July 2,
2000. The Science Fiction Research Association
solicits papers, paper proposals, and panel proposals from scholars interested in any aspect of
Science Fiction. In particular, the 2000 .
Conference will focus on science fiction's current
status as a genre (in relation to other genres,
including mainstream, slipstream, fantasy, ·
horror, and detective fiction), prospects for the
coming millennium, and connections to other
disciplines (film & television, utopian studies,
futurology, science, mathematics, the social sciences and history, children's and young adult fiction, classroom teaching ... and everything else!).
Topics may include (but are not limited to):
any author, including Richard A. Lupoff (the
Guest of Honor), Karen Joy Fowler, Geoffrey A.
Landis, Maureen F. McHugh, Mary Doria
Russell, and Joan Slonczewski (Special Guests);
any topic that demonstrates SF's connection to,
and relevance for, other disciplinary studies.
Paper or panel proposals: send a 250 word
abstract (maximum 20 minute reading time).
Deadline: April 1, 2000. Submissions: Joe
Sanders,

Ariel (A Review of International English
Literature) invites submissions for a special issue
on 2001: A Postcolonial Odyssey. Speculative
.fiction (including science fiction, fantasy, horror,
and magic realism) concerns itself with :many of
the themes that preoccupy postcolonial authors
and critics, for example, alien-ness and alienation, travel and the discovery of possible new
worlds, territorial expansion and imperialism.
This special issue . of Ariel will explore the complex responses of speculative literature and film
to "real world" conditions; it will also focus attention on otherwise neglected writers from around
the world who are working within and transforming the genre. Completed essays due by July
30, 2000. For further information, contact
Nancy E. Batty (NancrBatcy@rdc.ab.ca). For
general information concerning Ariel, including
guidelines for contributors, see our webpage:
.

The Seventeenth Barnard College Medieval and
Renaissance Conference, December 2, 2000:
"Public Performance/Public Ritual." A conference exploring the meaning and impact of p~blic
performance, ritual, and display from the Middle
Ages to the Early Modern period. Possible sessions include: theatre, liturgy, religious and secu-

FEMSPEC, an interdisciplinary feminist journal
dedicated to critical, pedagogical and creative
works in the realms of SF, fantasy, magical realism, and other supernatural genres, is soliciting
material for an upcoming issue on "International
Women's Horror." Essays are invited on all forms
of women's horror-texts, films, TV and other
forms, from a variety of international contexts.
Essays can concentrate on establishing ways in
which women have been figured in horror and
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the kinds of cultural practices and beliefs which
this springs from. They should also concentrate
on examples of women's writing back against
stereotypical horror representations of women,
how contemporary women writers re-configure
the vampire, werewolf, mummy, witch and
Medusa figures among others. What kinds of
social sexual and cultural messages are being sent
in some of the lively contemporary women's
vampire writing? in popular fiction? in comics? in
1V episodes e.g. Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Xma,
The X Files and so on? Deadline: November
2000. Inquiries:
Contributions are sought for Reading the
Writing on the Wallpaper: Pedagogical
Approaches to Charlotte Perkins Gilman's The
Yellow Wallpaper, a collection of essays focused
on methods of teaching with Gilman's famous
shon story in the college classroom. Suggested
topics include the use of Gilman's text in literature survey, women's studies, literary theory, philosophy, autobiography, gothic and speculative
literature courses. Send abstracts by April 15,
2000 to: Dr. Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock,

toons and TY, etc.), American gothicism and
romanticism, Folklo~ic traditions and "urban legends." Essays on individual authors or artists are
welcome. Detailed abstracts and CVs should be
sent by February 15, 2000 to: Jeffrey Weinstock,

Mythopoeic Television
The new Gormenghast miniseries airs currently
on BBC2. Featuring Jonathan Rhys Meyers
(Steerpike), Christopher Lee (Flay), Ian
Carmichael (the Earl of Groan) and Stephen Fry
(Bellgrove), the 4-part teleplay is based on the
first two novels of Mervyn Peake's fantasy trilogy,
Tttus Groan and Gormenghast. A January 14th
interview, in the Sunda.y Ttmes, with Lee, who
talks about meeting Peake and Tolkien [Lee also
plays Saruman in Peter Jackson's The Lord of the
Rings film trilogy] is reprinted on the newspaper's
web site, www.sunda.y-times.co.ule. More info on
the BBC Gormenghast can be found on the very
impressive official site,
(even if it does describe the story as
"Dickens on crack" ... ).
Television watchers in America, meanwhile, can
look forward (or not) to a new 6-hour Dune
miniseries currently in production in Prague.
The 3-part adaptation of Frank Herbert's novel
will air on the Sci Fi Channel during the Fall of
2000; the cast includes William Hurt and
Giancarlo Giannini.

The essays collected in Spectral America:
Phantoms and the National Imagination will
investigate how ghosts, phantoms, and "the spectral" continue to galvanize the American imagination. Possible subjects: America itself as a
ghostly or phantasmatic idea, Spectrality as
metaphor or political allegory, American millenarianism and the spirit world, Subcultural
appropriation and deployment of spectral fiction,
Rewritings, "borrowings," and legacies,
American cinema and spectralicy, 19th Century
Spiritualism and the ghost story, Popular culture
hauntings and the marketing of ghosts (Disney,
tabloids, Elvis, "haunted tours," New Age, car-
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Mythprint is the monthly bulletin of the Mythopoeic Society, a nonprofit educational organization
devoted to the study, discussion and enjoyment of myth and fantasy literature, especially the works of
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Charles Williams. To promote these interests, the Society publishes
three magazines, maintains a World Wide Web site, and sponsors the annual Mythopoeic Conference
and awards for fiction and scholarship, as well as local and written discussion groups.

Mythopoeic Society Web Site:

Membership and Subscriptions
Membership in the Mythopoeic Society is $5 per year, which entitles you to members' rates on
publications.

Mythprint Subscription Rates
First class U.S.
Canada
Overseas surface
Overseas air

Members
$12.00/year
$16.50/year
$19.50/year
$26.00/year

Institutions and non-members

$17.00/year
$21.50/year
$24.50/year
$31.00/year

The number in the upper right corner of your mailing label is the "Whole Number" of the last issue
of your subscription. Checks should be made out to the Mychopoeic Society. Foreign orderers should
use U.S. funds if possible; otherwise add 15% to the current exchange rate.
·
The Mythopoeic Society also publishes two other magazines: Myth/ore, a quarterly journal ofTolkien,
Lewis, Williams, fantasy and mythic studies (subscription $15/year for Society members, $4 for a
sample issue) and The Mythic Circle, publishing fiction, poems, etc., two times per year ($13/year for
Society members, $6.50 for a sample issue).
Back issues of Mythprintare available for $leach (postage included). For subscriptions and back issues
of Society publications, contact:
Mythopoeic Society Orders Department

Submissions for Mythprint
Reviews, discussion group reports, news items, letters, art work, and other submissions for Mythprint
are always welcome. Please contact the editor for details on format, or send materials to:

Mythprint
Eleanor M. Farrell, Editor

This issue of Mythprint is brought to you for free and open access by
the Mythopoeic Society at the SWOSU Digital Commons.
For more issues of Mythprint go to https:ljdc.swosu.edu/mythpri nt/a ll issues.html
To join the Mythopoeic Society, go to : http:ljwww.mythsoc.org/join .htm
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